ROUGH   CHERVIL,  Chaerophyllum temulum L.

313. Rough Chervil, Chaerophyllum temu/um L. (X -|); erect
biennial up to about 3 ft. high, usually growing on shady bank-
sides, often under trees; stems often purplish, loosely clothed

with rather bristly de-
flexed hairs; leaves
alternate, stalked, the
stalks sheathing at the
base and with pale thin-
ner margins, the blade
twice pinnate (bipin-
nate), with the ultimate
divisions deeply lobed 01
coarsely toothed and
mucronate, bristly hair>
on both surfaces; umbels
compound, the primary
one with about a dozer
rays, but without an)
bracts at the base of tto
stalks, the ultimate
umbels with about 20-2:
flowers with an involucre
of bracts at the base
fringed with hairs (A, X
4); flower-stalks elongat-
ing as they develop into
fruits; petals (B, x 5)
white, obovate, bilobed
with a hooked tip, the outer petals of the umbel rather larger;
fruit (C, X 2) about -J- in. long, narrow and turgid (family
Umbelliferae).

Though not so dangerous as Oenanthe crocata (fig. 316), this
species is also poisonous, and is known to have caused the death
of pigs and cows in Germany. The plant has a strong odour and
acrid taste. It is widely distributed in Britain, but only locally
common. Like so many other of our common species, it extends
east to beyond the Caucasus Mountains.
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